nature reserves, minimum viable populations and other factors significant in the formulation of today's conservation policies and actions.
Wallace noted that Orders and Families of animals spanned large geographic areas, but genera and species were more localised. His ideas about evolution and natural selection arose out of wondering why so many special species were found only on islands. Habitats that were essentially similar but geographically separate from each other had species that were unique and only rarely shared with other places of a similar nature. He observed that even on a continuous land mass, closely similar species were found near to each other, not as isolated groups far away. Wallace argued that the study of islands offered the best way to approach the bigger picture of faunal distribution patterns across the world. Thus, he thought about evolution and natural selection, coupled with the effects of geographical isolation, in terms of their role in determining patterns of faunal distribution. Darwin's focus was more on natural and artificial selection as the driver of species formation. The sheer scope of Wallace's intellectual embrace is remarkable, especially given that it was developed in the absence of field guides, comprehensive collections, television or even the speedy and relatively simple methods of travel that enable us to understand the world's natural history so much more easily today. He faced not only the difficulties posed by lack of relevant knowledge (details of the relative age of geological deposits and fossils for example), but also a widely accepted view that the world had been specially created as a particular event, along with all the species within it. For many there was no question to answer and no need to explore alternative explanations as to the way things are. In that sense, 'Island Life' offers a foundation for understanding similar to that provided by Darwin's 'Origin of Species'.
'Island Life' remains a good read, even after more than a hundred years. It offers an insight into the development of logical thought and the evolution of ideas based on observable evidence. This reprint, with its insightful commentaries, is a reminder of what constitutes a publishing classic and a milestone in biological understanding. This comfortable pocket edition of the classic work by the pioneering 18th Century naturalist, Gilbert White, is a delight to handle and read. Somewhat thicker, but approximately the same size as an e-book reader, it should fit in a large jacket pocket. An integral ribbon bookmark makes it easy to mark a place. The occasional illustrations from Pennant's British Zoology are in appropriate places in the text and give the reader a visual key to what is being discussed in the letter.
PAT MORRIS
This edition opens with a 28 page Introduction by the Editor, providing extensive background information on White, his work and times. This is followed by a brief Note on the Text, a 3 page Selected bibliography and another 3 pages giving a Chronology for Gilbert White's life. The main text of 235 pages, with the letters to Pennant and Barrington, is followed by a 3 page Appendix giving population Statistics for the parish of Selborne. Additional supplementary material is provided in a second 30 page Appendix documenting the Responses to the 'Natural History of Selborne' from 1788 to 1974. These include comments by many other notable writers on both natural history and literature, and include poems on White's work. At first glace this seems unnecessary, but reading it confirms its usefulness in seeing White's work from many differing viewpoints.
The Notes occupy a further 28 pages and add substantially to the enjoyment and understanding of White's text. Anne Secord's discrete asterisks lead the reader to explanations of obscure or archaic terms. She clarifies the citations and references White uses and documents the various natural phenomena featuring in his accounts. To have these so readily and authoritatively accessible avoids the reader being distracted from the thread of White's narrative. A second bookmark would have been helpful in keeping a place-marker in the Notes.
They are followed by a 9 page Biographical Index and a 6 page general Index, both of which are accurate. Removing the dust-jacket, with its colour illustration from Pennant, the blue cloth binding seems robust and durable, with decorative headbands. The text block sections do not appear to be sewn, so may disintegrate eventually if this becomes your favourite travel companion, but the pages open well and seem securely glued. This will certainly be one of my future travelling companions.
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